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On the afternoon of Oct. 1, 10 commanders of Miskito forces under the contra group known as
Yatama, signed cease-fire and joint defense agreements with government and military officials in
the northeastern region of Atlantico Norte. Talks with the commanders, who led 320 combatants,
began almost a year ago. The Miskito fighters had operated in the coastal area near Rio Prinzapolka,
south of the autonomous zone's capital, Puerto Cabezas. In mid-September, unusually heavy rainfall
in the wake of Hurricane Gilbert resulted in the severe crop damage in the area. Sandinista army
chief of staff for the region, Major Ramon Moncada Colindres, said that the government would
form a commission to evaluate basic needs in the new cease-fire area, and that the International
Red Cross would be requested to provide assistance. Colindres reported that some 300 Miskito
belligerents remain inside the country. The majority of them are loyal to Wycliffe Diego and Osorno
Coleman, two Yatama leaders who have allied themselves with the Nicaraguan Resistance, a contra
umbrella group based in Miami. The major added that estimates of the number of Miskitos inside
Honduras committed to fighting the Nicaraguan government vary greatly. (Basic data from 10/10/88
report by Regional Coordination for Economic and Social Research of Central America and the
Caribbean-CRIES, Managua)
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